
St. Gaspar Family of Parishes Disciple Maker Index Results



About the Survey

▪ The 2023 DMI study undertaken by the St Gaspar Family of Par ishes showed that most responders agree 

that the church is the pr imary place to worship and that the Euchar ist is  the body and blood of Jesus 

Chr ist.  Most responders attend weekly Mass and bel ieve that scr ipture is the word of God. However, the 

major ity disagrees that the par ish equips them to answer quest ions about fa ith and rel ig ion conf ident ly,  

invite young people to join the pr iesthood or consecrated l i fe,  and that the par ish forms them as a 

disc ip le of Chr ist.

▪ The major ity felt  that the main dr ivers for them to recommend a par ish were the pastor (15.0 X –

strongly agree and agree versus disagree), fol lowed by the welcoming atmosphere (8.4X), the preaching 

(5.5X), the Sunday mass exper ience(3.5x) and each to f ind information (16X). The major ity agreed that 

the main dr ivers that help them grow as Cathol ics are the Pastor 14.5 X, Welcoming atmosphere (10X), 

Preaching (15X), easy-to-f ind information (14.6X), and Sunday mass exper ience (4.5X)

▪ The major ity of the responders were white, marr ied, members for more than 10 years, involved in 

mult ip le par ish act iv it ies,  and 55 or older.  Most did not send their  k ids to cathol ic school.

▪ Specif ic par ish answers wi l l  be made avai lable upon request. The survey was conducted in January and 

February 2023.



Personal Beliefs
I personally believe: 
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Jesus died and rose from the dead for my salvation?

The Eucharist really is the body and blood of Jesus Christ ?

Scripture is the word of God?

In the teaching authority of the Church?

The Church is critical to my relationship with God?

In Jesus’ moral teachings for my life as taught by the Church?

Strongly Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know



Relationship with Parish, Pastor and Faith
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I would recommend other priests serving my parish to a friend?

I would recommend my pastor to a Friend?

I would recommend my parish to a Friend?

My parish helps me grow spiritually as a Catholic?

Strongly Agree Agree Neither agree or Disagree Disagree Strongly Disagree



Parish Connections
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Making me feel welcomed and accepted

Providing me with opportunities to serve those in need

Following up with me when I express interest in becoming more involved

Providing a community to support me and /or my family in times of need

Involving me in decisions that affect the future of the parish

Providing Transparent information to me about the finances of the parish

Making information about the parish easy for me to find

My parish communicates effectively through online platforms

Strongly Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly Disagree



Spiritual Growth
My parish helps me grow spiritually by:
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Helping me develop a personal prayer life that connects me with God?

Offering vibrant and engaging Sunday Masses?

Offering music that deepens my desire to participate more fully in the Sunday liturgy?

Connecting me with a small faith sharing Group?

Preaching and homilies that connect my faith with my everyday life?

Providing retreats, workshops, and other resources to help me figure out my life’s purpose?

Teaching me to read and pray with the Bible?

Preparing me/my family for the sacraments (Confirmation, Marriage, Baptism)?

Forming me as a disciple of Jesus Christ?

Strongly Agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly Disagree



Participation in Church
How often did you do each of the following over the past year?
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Invited someone to join me for an activity at the parish?

Invited someone to join me for Mass?

Invited a man to consider a vocation to the priesthood?

Invited someone to consider a vocation to religious life?

Answered another person’s question about a teaching of the Catholic Church?

Volunteered to serve a member of our community (not necessarily a Catholic) ?

Shared the story of Jesus with another person?

Shared my personal witness story with another person?

Prayed with another person outside of Mass?

Daily Weekly Monthly Quarterly Once or Twice a Year Never



How Often Do You Participate in the Following:
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Individual prayer time with God?

Bible study or Prayer group (in person or online) ?

Mass?

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) ?

Pastoral Counseling or Spiritual Direction?

A class or workshop about the Catholic faith (in person or online) ?

A parish social event?

A retreat?

Eucharistic adoration – time in prayer before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament?

Catholic Devotions (e.g. pray the rosary, novenas, special feast days) ?

Daily Weekly Monthly Quarterly Once or Twice a Year Never



Thank you

▪ First, we want to thank all who participated in the survey. The results offer 

clear benchmarks for understanding our parish’s greatest opportunities and 

strengths. This assessment closes Phase 1 of our Next Generation Parish process 

and ushers in Phase 2. This is a planning phase that will help us come together in 

faith to forge a renewed path that brings hope and Christ's love into our 

community.

▪ St. Gaspar Family of Parishes has put together an Envisioning Team that will 

use the DMI survey results to develop a plan for our future. We want to leverage 

the best of what we offer while setting a plan to transform our future. Together, 

we must embrace Christ’s vision for missionary discipleship so our parish can 

thrive and be a place for others to grow together in faith. 

▪ Please continue to pray for our parish as we seek the Holy Spirit ’s guidance and 

the intercession of St. Michael the Archangel on our journey toward becoming a 

Next Generation Parish!



St. Michael the Archangel

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l ,  d e fe n d  u s  i n  b a t t l e ,  b e  o u r  

p ro t e c t i o n  a ga i n s t  t h e  w i c ke d n e s s  a n d  s n a re s  o f  t h e  d e v i l .  

M ay  G o d  r e b u ke  h i m  w e  h u m b l y  p ray ;  a n d  d o  t h o u ,  O  P r i n c e  

o f  t h e  H e av e n l y  h o s t ,  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d ,  c a s t  i n t o  h e l l  

S a t a n  a n d  a l l  t h e  e v i l  s p i r i t s  w h o  p ro w l  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  

s e e k i n g  t h e  r u i n  o f  s o u l s .  A m e n .



St. Gaspar Family of Parishes
stgasparfamily.org

Emmanuel

149 Franklin Street

Dayton, OH 45402

937.228.2013

Holy Trinity

272 Bainbridge Street

Dayton, OH 45402

937.228.1223

Precious Blood

4961 Salem Avenue

Dayton, OH 45416

937.276.5954

Saint Joseph

411 East Second Street

Dayton, OH 45402

937.228.9272

Saint Paul

1000 W. Wenger Road

Englewood, OH 45322

937.836.7535

Saint Rita

5401 N. Main Street

Dayton, OH 45415

937.278.5815

stgasparfamily.org

